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Time Focus Speaker/Presenter

9:00-9:10am Welcome to Country Aunty Ruth Green 

9:10-9:20am Welcome to Southern Cross University Professor Tyrone Carlin, SCU DVCA

9:20-9:30am School of Education Welcome Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles 

9:30-9:40am Chair of NSWCDE Welcome Professor John Fischetti 

9:40-11:30am KEYNOTES –
Education in times of Disruption: Criticality, 
Creativity and Connectedness

Keynote speakers: Professor Pasi Sahlberg 
(Will the Pandemic change schools?) and 
Professor Emerita Robyn Ewing AM 
(Reimagining education in times of crisis, 
disruption and uncertainty) 

11:30-11:45am Virtual morning tea Convenor 

11:45-1:00pm Breakout Streams (Part 1: Teaching/Learning  
& Research):

1. Part 1: How will education emerge in the  
new era of disruption? 

Dr Raoul Adam
Discussant: Professor Emerita  
Robyn Ewing AM
Zoom room link

2. Part 1: What should educational research  
look like in times of disruption? 

Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik
Discussant: Professor Pasi Sahlberg 
Zoom room link

1:00-1:45pm Virtual lunch Convenor

1:45-3:00pm Breakout Streams (Part 2: Teaching/Learning  
& Research):

1. Part 2: How will education emerge in the new  
era of disruption? 

Dr Raoul Adam
Discussant: Professor Geoff Masters AO 
Zoom room link

2. Part 2: What should educational research look  
like in times of disruption? 

Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik
Discussant: DVCR Professor  
Mary Spongberg 
Zoom room link

3:00-4:00pm Annual General Meeting Professor John Fischetti

4:00-5:00pm Closing plenary disruption Professor Pasi Sahlberg, Professor Emerita 
Robyn Ewing AM, Professor Geoff Masters 
AO, Professor Fischetti, Associate Professor 
Lexi Lasczik & Dr Raoul Adam (Professor 
Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles Chair)

5:00-5:10pm Closing comments Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles

5:10-5:30pm Conference cocktails Convenor 

Program

https://scuonline.zoom.us/j/2453136380
https://scuonline.zoom.us/j/5355723134
https://scuonline.zoom.us/j/2453136380
https://scuonline.zoom.us/j/5355723134
Susan Bennett


Susan Bennett


Susan Bennett


Susan Bennett


Susan Bennett




3 

Keynote Abstracts 

Will the Pandemic change schools?
Professor Pasi Sahlberg
This presentation offers a perspective to look beyond 
short-term recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and consider longer-term consequences that it may 
have on schools. My first claim is that the COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbated the effects of pre-existing 
inequalities and that fixing these inequalities would 
be an important consequence of the pandemic. I then 
suggest that remote learning from home when school 
buildings were closed was mostly based on uniformity 
and compliance rather than creativity and learning to 
understand the pandemic and its impacts on people 
and societies. Finally, I argue that despite high hopes 
that the pandemic would transform education, there 
is only a little chance schools will change without 
bold and brave shifts in mindset in how that change 
happens.

Reimagining education in times of crisis, 
disruption and uncertainty
Professor Emerita Robyn Ewing AM
We live in uncertain times! While the pandemic, 
escalating poverty and environmental crises have 
been incredibly challenging for many, perhaps such 
crises and disruptions provide opportunities to reflect 
on the inadequacies of our current education systems. 
Perhaps it is time to reimagine education? 

This presentation will consider this opportunity. It will 
propose that longstanding research and examples of 
artful, creative, critical and connected approaches 
have the potential to open up new possibilities for 
learning and teaching to disrupt the status quo. At the 
same time, the significant obstacles in realising such 
change will be tabled.

Breakout Stream Abstracts (Part 1 & 2)

Teaching/Learning
How will education emerge in the new era of 
disruption? 
Convenor: Dr Raoul Adam
Discussants: Professor Emerita Robyn Ewing 
AM (Session I) & Professor Geoff Masters AO 
(Session II)

The global disruptions of the 21st Century are turning 
educators back to fundamental questions: How do we 
learn? How do we teach? And, what is the purpose of 
education? Digitisation, Globalisation, Secularisation 
and the environmental realisation of the Anthropocene 
require new conversations between diverse educators.
Conference participants are invited to join two 
conversations related to teaching and learning. The 
first conversation (Session I: Education Disrupted) 
explores public provocations and disruptions to grand 
educational narratives.
The second conversation (Session II: Igniting Passion) 
explores the positions and recommendations of 
the NSW Curriculum Review: Nurturing wonder and 
igniting passion: Designs for a new school curriculum 
(NESA, 2020). The review was commissioned ‘ensure 
that the NSW education system is properly preparing 
students for the challenges and opportunities of the 
21st century’ (p. V). Participants are invited to consider 
and discuss the review towards a more critical, 
creative and connected response to global disruptions 
to education.
Pre-session materials: https://www.
nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/
homePageContent/view 

Abstracts

https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/homePageContent/view
https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/homePageContent/view
https://www.nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/homePageContent/view
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Breakout Stream Abstracts (Part 1 & 2)

Research
What should educational research look like in 
times of disruption?
Convenor: Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik
Discussants: Professor Pasi Sahlberg & 
Professor Mary Spongberg

Catastrophic events such as global climate change, 
youth-led school strikes, bush fire ravages, Black 
Lives Matter, increased digital surveillance, false truth 
dogma, the CoVid-19 pandemic and subsequent 
economic impacts have destabilised and will further 
destabilise education to greater and lesser degrees. 
These things have most certainly disrupted education.

Or have they? Will it simply return to business as usual 
in education once things stabilise post-CoVid? Or will 
we see authentic change and useful transformation? 
And, more importantly, who might such change serve? 

As public intellectuals, academics are answerable 
to many discourses and systems. These break-out 
sessions will dig into these issues against a backdrop 
of current Australian and international research 
agendas, now framed by disruption. 

The break-out sessions will be organised into 2 
sessions, and we invite researchers to contribute to 
discussion and to the framing of a possible NSWCDE 
Research Agenda. 

Session I: Blasted landscapes of disruption: Scouting 
the territory

Session II: What yields can we muster from such 
blasted landscapes? And who will they serve?

Closing Plenary Disruption Abstract

Research
What should educational research look like in 
times of disruption?
Convenor: Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-
Knowles
Plenary: Professor Pasi Sahlberg, Professor 
Emerita Robyn Ewing AM, Professor Geoff 
Masters AO, Professor Fischetti, Associate 
Professor Lexi Lasczik & Dr Raoul Adam

In this closing plenary the keynote speakers, 
discussants and convenors will revisit the conference 
theme – Education in times of disruption. They 
will re-turn to the key questions and provocations 
presented throughout the conference, specifically:  
Will the pandemic change schools? How will 
education emerge in the new era of disruption? And 
What should educational research look like in times of 
disruption? 

Abstracts



5 

Professor Emerita Robyn Ewing AM
Robyn Ewing AM is Professor Emerita, Teacher Education and the Arts. Her teaching 
areas include primary curriculum, especially English, literature, drama and early 
literacy development. Robyn is passionate about the Arts and education and the role 
quality arts experiences and processes can and should play in creative pedagogy and 
transforming the curriculum at all levels of education.

In the areas of English, literacy and the arts, Robyn’s research has particularly focused 
on the use of educational or process drama with authentic literary texts to develop 
students’ imaginations and critical literacies. She has been published widely in this 
area. She has worked in partnership with Sydney Theatre Company on the teacher 
professional learning program ‘School Drama’ since 2009.The program aims to ensure 
primary teachers have the expertise and confidence to embed drama with literature to 
enhance students’ English and literacy outcomes.

Her current research interests also include teacher education, especially the 
experiences of early-career teachers, mentoring and the role of reflection in 
professional practice; picture books and early literacy development; sustaining 
curriculum innovation; inquiry and case-based learning. She is particularly interested 
in innovative qualitative research methodologies including the role of the Arts in 
educational research.

Robyn is an Honorary Associate with Sydney Theatre, Principal Fellow of the Australian 
Literacy Educators Association (ALEA), Board member of West Words and Visiting 
Scholar at Barking Gecko Children’s Theatre. She was a Council member of AFTRS 
from 2013-8, president of the Primary English Teachers Association Australia (2001-
2006) and president of ALEA (2011-15). She is a former vice president of Sydney Story 
Factory.

Within the faculty, Robyn was inaugural co-director of the innovative Master of 
Teaching degree and has also been Acting Dean; ProDean, Associate Dean, Academic 
Programs; Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning; Director, Program Director 
BEd(Primary); and Director, Division of Professional Learning.

An experienced primary teacher and teacher educator, Robyn has a commitment 
to quality teaching and learning at all levels of education. She enjoys working 
collaboratively with classroom teachers interested in innovative curriculum practices. 
She has worked as an academic mentor with teachers at a range of Sydney primary 
and secondary schools with the major focus on transforming the curriculum using the 
Arts as critical, quality pedagogy.

Aunty Ruth Green
Aunty Ruth Green is a strong proud Mununjali, 
Yugembeh and Butchula Elder who lives on the 
north coast of NSW. She is a mother to 12 children, 
grandmother to 25 and great grandmother to 33. 
Aunty Ruth is proactive in her community and has 
a deep connection to the values of culture, family, 
Country and Community. She is a member of the 
Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal Lands Council, the 

Tweed Aboriginal Housing society and Canowindra 
Aboriginal Community Care. She is a member of 
Southern Cross University Gnibi Elders Council.

Since her retirement, Aunty Ruth has dedicated a lot of 
time to voluntary work and is known in the community 
for her commitment and dedication to striving towards 
better health and education outcomes for her family 
and community.

Keynote, speaker & 
discussant biographies
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Keynote, speaker & 
discussant biographies

Professor Pasi Sahlberg
Pasi Sahlberg is a Finnish educator, scholar, thought-leader and author. He has worked 
as a mathematics and science teacher, teacher-educator, researcher, and policy-maker 
in Finland, and studied education systems and advised education system reforms 
around the world. His international career includes senior specialist at the World Bank 
in Washington DC (2002-2007), lead education specialist at the European Training 
Foundation in Torino, Italy (2007-2009), and visiting professor at Harvard University 
(2014-2016). He also has extensive experience as an education policy expert to the 
OECD, European Commission, and the Finnish Government’s Foreign Ministry.

Pasi has served as a commissioner at the Swedish School Commission, advisor to 
the Scottish Prime Minister and advisor to the Mayor of Reykjavik in Iceland, and as 
a member of the leadership council to the Minister of Education in Finland. He has 
served as a member of the Board of Directors of the ASCD (USA), chaired the Open 
Society Foundations’ General Education Board, as a member of the Governing Board 
of the University of Oulu (Finland) and is a member of the board of directors of the 
International Congress for School Effectiveness and Improvement (ICSEI) and a 
member of the Advisory Board to the Centre for International Education benchmarking 
(USA). 

Pasi has written widely about pedagogy, teacher and teaching, and education system 
change. He has published over 170 academic and professional articles and 22 books. 
He is a member of several editorial boards, and has supervised or examined 15 
doctoral dissertations in Finland, England, Italy and the U.S. His most recent books 
include Finnish Lessons 2.0: What can the world learn from educational change 
in Finland (2015), Hard Questions on Global Educational Change (with Jonathan 
Hasak and Vanessa Rodriguez, 2016), Empowered Educators in Finland (with Karen 
Hammerness and Raisa Ahtiainen, 2017), FinnishED Leadership: Four big, inexpensive 
ideas to transform education (2018), and Let the Children Play! How more play will 
save our schools and help children thrive (with William Doyle, 2019).

He is the deputy director and research director of the Gonski Institute for Education.

Professor Geoff Masters AO
Professor Geoff Masters AO has served as Chief Executive Officer and board member 
of the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) since 1998. He has a PhD 
in educational measurement, and has published widely in the fields of educational 
assessment and research. His contributions to education have been recognised 
through the award of the Australian College of Educators’ Medal in 2009 and his 
appointment as an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2014.

Most recently, he authored the NSW Curriculum Review based on a series of public 
consultations involving over 60 stakeholder meetings, 2000 online submissions, and 
700 responses to the interim report.
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Keynote, speaker & 
discussant biographies

Professor John Fischetti
Professor John Fischetti is Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Faculty of Education and Arts 
and recent Dean of Education and Head of School at the University of Newcastle. He is 
currently President of the New South Wales Council of Deans of Education.

John received his doctorate in education in professional development, school reform 
and educational leadership for change in 1986 at the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. Previously he completed Master’s work in Secondary Education and holds a 
BA in Economics and American Government from the University of Virginia. John holds 
his teaching certificate in secondary social studies and has taught high school history, 
economics and political science.

Prior to coming to Newcastle, John served as Dean and Professor of Educational 
Leadership at the College of Education and Human Development at Southeastern 
Louisiana University in Hammond, Louisiana.

John’s key research interests include: School Reform, Preparing Leaders for New Roles/
Responsibilities, Secondary Teacher Education Global Educational Issues, Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment Technology and Education Research in Teaching and 
Learning. 

His work over the last 35 years focusses on rethinking pedagogy, assessment, 
schooling and teacher education. John’s equity-driven message is incorporated in his 
work with undergraduate, post-graduate and PhD students and his leadership of his 
School and Faculty.

Professor Tyrone Carlin
Professor Tyrone Carlin is Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) at Southern Cross 
University. This role is focused on leading the academic enterprise of the University, 
and in conjunction with Academic Board, overseeing the academic portfolio and 
quality of academic delivery, and has University-wide responsibility for teaching and 
learning renewal, the university’s strategic partnerships and its online educational 
presence. In his capacity as Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Professor Carlin also 
has responsibility for the University’s international portfolio.

Before joining Southern Cross University, Professor Carlin occupied the positions 
of Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Registrar), Pro Vice-Chancellor (Education Operations), 
Professor of Financial Reporting and Regulation, and Co-Dean of the University of 
Sydney Business School. He also held a variety of senior academic positions, including 
Dean of Law at Macquarie University and Director of Academic Programs at Macquarie 
Graduate School of Management.

Professor Carlin holds a Bachelor of Commerce and a Masters of Commerce with 
Honours, both majoring in Accounting, and also holds a Bachelor of Laws with first 
class honours and a Master of Laws. He also holds a PhD from Macquarie Graduate 
School of Management. His academic interests and publications include contract and 
commercial law, financial reporting and public financial management. He is a Fellow 
of the Australian Academy of Law and the recipient of the Law Graduates Association 
Medal in Law from the University of Sydney.
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Professor Mary Spongberg
Professor Mary Spongberg as the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research), has strategic 
responsibility for all research functions, including government and industry 
partnerships and research training. She is directly responsible for the Office of 
Research, the Graduate School, Research Institutes and the Environmental Analysis 
Laboratory (a commercial research enterprise).

Mary began her career as an NHMRC (CARG) postdoctoral research fellow in Gender 
Studies at the University of Sydney. She spent almost twenty years at Macquarie 
where she worked at the National Centre for HIV Social Research and the department 
of Modern History. She was Head of Modern History between 2008 and 2010 and 
Associate Dean of Research for the faculty of Arts.

Mary comes to SCU from the University of Technology Sydney, where she was Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. During her tenure in this position she 
developed the HASS Research Excellence Framework, the HASS/STEM research 
strategy and established the Centre for the Advancement of Indigenous Knowledges, 
the Centre for Climate Justice, the Centre for STEM education Futures and History Lab. 
She has held several Australia Research Council grants and is currently working on an 
ARC DP on Jane Austen. She is author of three monographs, including the recently 
published Empathetic Histories (Bloomsbury, 2019) and numerous edited collections.

Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles
Dr Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles (formerly Cutter-Mackenzie) is a Professor at 
Southern Cross University, School of Education, in Sustainability, Environment and 
Education. She is the Dean and Head of School of the School of Education, as well as 
the Research Leader of the ‘Sustainability, Environment, the Arts in Education’ (SEAE) 
Research Cluster. Two recent books written by Amy are the ‘International Research 
Handbook on Childhoodnature’ (with Malone & Barratt Hacking) and ‘Touchstones for 
Deterritorialising Socioecological Learning: The Anthropocene, Posthumanism and 
Commonworlds as Creative Milieux’ (with Lasczik, Wilks, Logan, Turner & Boyd). 

Amy is the Editor-in-Chief of the Australian Journal of Environmental Education 
(Cambridge, Q2) and a Consulting Editor for the Journal of Environmental Education 
(Q1) and the International Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education 
(NAAEE). In 2014 Amy was awarded the Australian Association for Environmental 
Education Fellowship (Life Achievement Award) for her outstanding contribution to 
environmental education research. 

Further, in 2010 Amy was awarded a prestigious Australian Learning and Teaching 
Council (OLT) National Teaching Excellence Award. In 2009 she was awarded Monash 
University’s Vice-Chancellor’s Teaching Excellence Award (September 2009) and a 
prestigious OLT Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning (August 
2008). These respective teaching awards were specifically for “leading school-
community teaching and learning practices and partnerships to influence, motivate 
and inspire pre-service education students and schools to engage in environmental 
education and sustainability”. 

Keynote, speaker & 
discussant biographies
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Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik
Lexi Lasczik (formerly Cutcher), is Associate Professor, Arts & Education in the School 
of Education, Southern Cross University, Gold Coast Campus. She is currently Deputy 
Dean (Research & HDRT) in the School of Education, SCU and Deputy Leader of the 
Sustainability, Environment and the Arts in Education Research Cluster [SEAE]. She 
was previously Research Leader and founder of the Creativity, Arts and Education 
Research Group [CreArE] (2014-2018).

Lexi joined Southern Cross University in July of 2011 as a Lecturer in Arts education, 
after 25 years in secondary education and 6 years as a sessional tutor. Her passion 
is preparing secondary teachers for the complex demands of their future profession, 
most particularly in the discipline of the Visual Arts.

Lexi brings extensive teaching experience in the Arts in Australia and internationally 
and is a specialist with respect to the Visual Arts, teaching and learning, creative 
curriculum design and innovative pedagogies, with particular expertise in classroom 
management and the engagement of at-risk youth through the Arts. Lexi brings this 
extensive experience and depth of understanding of the sector to her influential work 
in teacher education at SCU.

She has engaged in many leadership roles since entering her second career in 
education as a scholar, including as World Councillor for the International Society of 
Education through Art [InSEA] (2014-2017) and Chair of the Arts-Based Educational 
Research Special Interest Group [ABER SIG] for the American Educational Research 
Association [AERA] (2017-2019) and is currently Past Chair of the ABER SIG (2019-
2021), which is an ongoing executive role. She is also Editor of three book series, 
Studies in Arts-based Educational Research (Springer), Springer Briefs in Arts-based 
Educational Research (Springer), and Palgrave Studies in Movement across Education, 
the Arts and the Social Sciences (Palgrave Macmillan).

Lexi was recognised nationally for her teaching and research in Arts education, 
most recently as a recipient of a prestigious OLT (Office for Learning and Teaching, 
Australian Government) Citation for Outstanding Contribution to Student Learning 
(2014). She is sought after as an inspirational speaker on panels, symposia and as a 
visiting scholar in recognition of her growing national and international esteem. She 
has been awarded Southern Cross University, School of Education Researcher of the 
Year, twice (2015 & 2018). As research leader of the CreArE research group and now 
deputy leader of SEAE, she has actively built an expansive team of Arts and education 
higher degree students now located within SEAE and expanding further. Consequently, 
SCU is becoming known internationally as a lively and innovative hub for arts-based 
educational research.

Dr Raoul Adam
Dr Raoul Adam is Deputy Dean of Teaching & Learning in the School of Education at 
Southern Cross University. His is a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy 
with over 25 years of teaching and research experience. A recipient of three university 
citations and a national ALTC Award, he has led whole-school initiatives related to 
academic literacy, assessment, first year transitions, and critical and creative thinking. 
Published in 2016, his model of Bi-relational Development (BirD) has been used to 
inform curriculum and pedagogical design. His current research focuses on the 
nature, origin and critique of the Left-Right Spectrum (LRS) and the ‘Education Wars’. 

Keynote, speaker & 
discussant biographies



Conference organising  
committee:
Professor Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles

Associate Professor Lexi Lasczik

Dr Raoul Adam

Mr Simon Brown

Ms Jen Sheppeard

For further disruptions you might be interested in attend our next 
Community Impact and Engagement Event:

Teaching in Times of Disruption

Tuesday 25 August 4.45pm-6pm 

Our Community Impact and Engagement events strive to share research 
and ideas from academics in the School of Education. Academics aim to 
make research relevant to the classroom for Early Childhood, Primary and 
Secondary teachers and maintain an element of practical application in each 
presentation. 

We are excited by the theme for our upcoming event “Teaching in Times 
of Disruption”. This theme further explores the ideas discussed at the NSW 
Council of Deans Conference 2020 and aligns with the School of Education’s 
Mission, Vision and Objectives to “disrupt” and “transform”. In this upcoming 
event we will further explore the idea of education in times of disruption and 
our speakers will explore how teachers respond to disruption and change at a 
classroom level. 

View the event program here

School of Education

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/teaching-in-times-of-disruption-tickets-115457194577

